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Pooja Kanda
Koggala, South Coast, Sri Lanka

Sheltered by medicinal trees and jungle flowers, Pooja Kanda is situated on top of a sacred hill in
Habaraduwa, rising through the greenery like a forest palace. The architect has adopted Geoffrey Bawa's
notion of incorporating the natural environment into the design, so the whitewashed colonnaded villa
with traditional wooden roofs is constructed around red boulders, with benches, a rock garden and a
charming waterfall all carved from the ancient stones.



This villa is entirely unpretentious; so much so that you might only discover the swimming pool when
walking on the top terrace, where the three guest bedrooms with their ensuite bathrooms are situated.
Glanced through the jungle, the natural-looking aquamarine swimming pool is watched over by a cross-
legged Ganesh and bordered by a mixture of giant ferns, bamboo plants, and hanging vines which
monkeys leap between - a scene you can also view over a traditional coconut rice and curry on the
veranda by the pool.

Only ten minutes' drive from the coast, Pooja Kanda reflects images of the sea with its well-worn
fisherman's rope, (a feature of the central stairwell), and the delicious smells of freshly caught fish being
baked in local spices by the villa chef. The downstairs area is a place of contemplation in keeping with
the Sinhala meaning of the villa's name sacred - or prayer - hill. At night enjoy playing board games in
the dining room lit by large candelabras.

This house, originally the home of Galle resident Charles Hulse, a renowned American actor, architect
and socialite who has lived in the area for nearly 40 years, has brilliantly used the line of arched
entrance doorways to create the feel of a Broadway play set; a feature that allows guests to enjoy the
open breezy views and lovely southern light that captivates everyone who visits.
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